
Reception 

Why Do 
Animals Have 
Patterns? 

Week 1  
 

Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Name writing every morning when children come in. 
Book theme: Handa’s Surprise  

 
The Ugly Five 
 

Giraffes Can’t 
Dance 
 

We All Went On 
Safari 
 

The Leopards Drum 
 

One Day on Our Blue 
Planet in the Savannah 

Additional 
themes  

Pancake Day 
Easter  

St Piran’s day  
World book day  

International women’s day  
Spring / New life 

 
 

Rhyme: Miss Polly had a 
Dolly 

Hey Diddle 
Diddle 

A Sailor Went to 
Sea 

Down at the 
Station 

Hey Diddle Diddle Hickory Dickory 
Dock 

Vocabulary Temperature, climate, map, camouflage, passion fruit, tangerine, Savannah.  
Other 
additional 
texts: 

Rhino’s Great Big Itch 
Animal Bop  

Hungry Hyena  
Let’s Go On Safari! 

We’re Going On A Lion Hunt 
 

Phonics 
Repeat 
Spring 1 

ai,ee,igh,oa 
letter formation 
in groups during 
CP. 

Oo, oo, ar, or 
letter formation 
in groups during 
CP. 

Ur, oi, ow, ear 
letter formation in 
groups during CP. 

Air, ur/er, bb rr gg, 
dd pp ff tt, 
letter formation in 
groups during CP. 

Longer words 
letter formation in 
groups during CP. 

Consolidation of 
learning.  



Reception 

PSED (Scarf) 
Rights and 
Respect 
 

Looking after 
my special 
people. 
 

Looking after my 
friends. 

 

Being helpful at 
home and caring 
for our classroom. 
 

Caring for our 
world 
 

 

Looking after 
money (1): 
recognising, 
spending, using 
 

Looking after money 
(2): saving money 
and keeping it safe 

CL (inc 
vocabulary) 

Vocabulary of the week 
NELI Project  

Rhyme Of The Week  
Hot Seating 

Show and Tell – crafts we have made at home.  
Story time 

PD – fine/ 
gross motor.  

Finger Fit and 
weekly fine 
motor challenge. 

Finger Fit and 
weekly fine 

motor challenge. 

Finger Fit and 
weekly fine motor 

challenge. 

Finger Fit and 
weekly fine motor 

challenge. 

Finger Fit and 
weekly fine motor 

challenge. 

Finger Fit and weekly 
fine motor challenge. 

PE- Complete 
PE 
Ball Skills : 
Rackets Bats and 
Balls : Rackets 
Bats and Balls 
 
Ball Skills : Feet : 
Feet 1 

Explore pushing 
(dribbling) a ball 
with a racket: 
Sharing our 
ideas 
 
Explore moving 
with a ball using 
our feet 
 

Develop pushing 
(dribbling) a ball 
with a racket: 
Introducing 
control 
 
Develop moving 
with a ball using 
our feet 

Refine pushing 
(dribbling) a ball 
with a racket: 
Applying learning 
 
 
Develop dribbling 

Explore hitting and 
develop pushing a 
ball (with a racket) 
towards a target 
 
 
Understand 
dribbling 

Explore hitting a 
ball (with a racket) 
with power 
 
 
 
Develop dribbling 
against an 
opponent 

Explore hitting a ball 
(with a racket) with 
accuracy 
 
 
 
Dribbling 
competitions 

Literacy Finger Fit 
Handwriting 

Finger Fit 
Handwriting 

Finger Fit 
Handwriting 

Finger Fit 
Handwriting 

Finger Fit 
Handwriting 

Finger Fit 
Handwriting 

Daily 
handwriting 
activity 

Pen Disco linked 
to Phonics 

Pen Disco linked 
to Phonics 

Pen Disco linked 
to Phonics 

Pen Disco linked to 
Phonics 

Pen Disco linked 
to Phonics 

Pen Disco linked to 
Phonics 



Reception 

Maths 
White Rose 

Growing 6,7,8 Length, Height 
and Time 

Building 9 and 10 3D shapes  
(1 of 2 weeks) 

EAD 
Weekly 
Charranga 
Music 
lessons. 

Music – Listen 
attentively, 
move to and 
talk about 
music, 
expressing their 
feelings and 
responses-draw 
how music 
makes you feel.  
 

Music –  
Sing in a group 
or on their own, 
increasingly 
matching the 
pitch and 
following the 
melody. 

Draw a design for 
a safari truck. 

Collaging – Animal 
patterns.  

Printing – bubble 
wrap snake 
printing 

Colour mixing 

UW Where is Africa? 
Look at world 
map. 
What is it like?  
I see/I wonder/I 
think… 

What animals 
live in Africa?  
What do they 
look like?  
What is 
camouflage? 
Why do animals 
need it? 

Explore and 
describe animal 
patterns. How can 
we describe them?  

Differences between 
life in this country 
and life in Africa.  

People 

Differences 
between life in this 
country and life in 

Africa.  
Homes 

Spot the animal in 
their surroundings. 

Why does an animal 
look like it does? 

RE 
Recognise 
that people 
have different 
beliefs 
and celebrate 
special times 
in different 
ways. 

Palm Sunday 
 

Maundy 
Thursday 

The last Supper Good Friday  Easter Sunday Easter Symbols Kim’s 
Game.  



Reception 

Forest Friday 
 
Science:  
Explore the 
natural world 
around them. 
 
Describe 
what they 
see, hear and 
feel 
whilst outside 

Balance bikes  
Den building 

Rock painting Boot printing Creating homes for 
a small world 
animal 

Marshmallow 
toasting 

Maths link to Length 
and height.  
 
Measuring plants. 
Ordering sticks. 

 


